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that is, to the Bay of Bengal. As already mentioned in
chapter X., I had, while at Madras, heard much on this subject
from Sir Arthur Cotton.

The Godavery was generally navigable except at three points
where it crossed formations of rock. Obstruction to navigation
was caused by the rocks, which were therefore called barriers.
The intention was by engineering operations to remove these
barriers, and so enable boats to pass up and down for hundreds
of miles. Operations were actually begun on the first of the
three barriers, and much progress was made towards the removal
of the rocky obstacles. But subsequently, in Lord Mayo's
time, the work was stopped, because the outlay was thought
too great in proportion to any result in boat traffic which might
be reasonably anticipated. The opening of the railways to the
west coast diverted the interest which had been felt in com^
munications with the east coast, and so an end was put to
this remarkable project, originated by Sir Arthur Cotton,
and carried on by one among the best men of his school,
Colonel Haig of the Madras Engineers. I protested, though
in vain, against the stoppage of this project, as the outlay
already incurred was rendered nearly valueless, because but
little use could be made of the incomplete works. If the
entire scheme for all the barriers was found too expensive, still
the first and second barriers might at least be opened at a
moderate cost in addition to the sums already spent, and this
with great advantage to the surrounding country.

Had the Godavery project succeeded, we intended to recom-
mend a similar scheme for the Mahanaddy, of which the cir-
cumstances are similar, that is to say, a fine river navigable for
the most part, but obstructed at certain points by rocky barriers.

Such schemes, if successfully executed, would develop and
civilize extensive regions which have a fine soil with an
abundance of natural resources, and which, though scantily
inhabited now, would become capable of sustaining a large
population hereafter. These regions are kept in a wild and semi-
barbarous state by their segregation and seclusion. Being to a
large extent abandoned to savagery, they are overgrown with